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Volume 6 Issue 3 MARCH, 1980 
C.A.W. M.C. WOODEN MEDAL FOUND 
OFFICERS: by Stan Clute 
; A couple of months ago, I bought a small 
oe group of Sir John A. Macdonald medals from a 


well known collector-dealer. Some of the 
medals (although not all) are listed in 


{arr ie 
ill Joseph Leroux, THE CANADIAN COIN CABINET. 


Stan Clute The lot includes a uniface, "die struck’ 
wooden medal. As shown on the accompany- 

Secretary - ing drawing, the medal bears the inscription: 

Treasurer IN MEMORIUM - SIR JOHN MACDONALD, around the 
Bruce Watt circumference, and BORN / JAN 11 1813 / DIED, 
in the middle. 

Governors It has been pointed out to me that the date 1813 is incorrect and 
Victor B. Hall, that it should read 1815, as do the regular metal medals which 
Past President commemorate this man. It was further noted by Norm Wells that 
Chairman the ommission of Sir John's middle initial "A" was highly unusual. 

Also, the lack of an actual date of death on this piece Suggests 
Norm Wells the possibility that when the die was engraved, Sir John A. - 


although perhaps gravely ill - may not have been dead yet. 

Garry Braunwarth| jy John A. Macdonald, Canada's first Prime Minister, actually died 
George Parfet on June 6, 1891. 

Gary Littrell I suggest the possibility that my piece MAY have been a trial or 
experimental strike from a die that was finally scrapped. The 
reverse (or on this one-sided piece, perhaps it should be called the 
Scoop Lewry obverse) will not die-link to any of the Sir John A. Macdonald 
medals shown in Leroux, or to any of the medals in the rest of this 
small collection. 


Gelvin Leeper 


Why was the piece struck in wood if it IS a trial strike? The 

answer is anybody's guess. ‘Die struck wooden medals produced in 

the United States for the U. S. Centennial celebration (1876) and 

for the World's Columbian Exposition (1892-93) were steamed first 

and then pressed, and it may be that this piece was made the same 

way. I have not yet determined what wood it is made from. It seems 

to be hard like walnut, yet too reddish in tint to be black walnut 

ee as was used in Dr. Leroux's production of the rare Montreal Exhibition 
wooden medals. 


Stan Clute, 

PO. Box 280. | Norm Wells has stated to me that he believes this piece may well be 

station, T, Membership dues in the Canadian Association of Wooden 
iy Calgary, Alta.. Money Collectors is $5.00 per calendar year and should be 

T2H 2G8 sent to our Secretary-Treasurer, Bruce Watt, 1153 Northridge 


Street, Oshawa, Ontario, L1G 3P3. 


unique. 
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Shown above are those Sir John A. Macdonald medals pictured in Leroux. 


I wish to express my sincere thanks to Norman E. Wells of Peterborough, Ontario, for his & 
help and advice in trying to research this piece. Any additional information which can 
be provided by any of our members will be welcome. 
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The new wood shown to the right has just been issued 

by Frank Harding, P. 0. Box 536, Delisle, Saskatchewan, 

SOL OPO, and he will send them out to members in return 

for 25¢ each wood and a S.A.S.E. United States residents \ 
please send change instead of U. S. stamps. Frank states — 
that he made this piece by removing the reverse of his 
issue, Wells catalogue number 7160-2 and using a rubber 
stamp to print the Celebrate Saskatchewan side...only 100 
are being issued. 
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NORTH YORK COIN SHOW HUGE SUCCESS 
by Norman E. Wells 


The North York Coin Club's annual coin show, held in the community centre on Saturday, 

March 1, heralded the start of another busy season for many local coin shows held in the 
Toronto areg for 1980. While it was one of the coldest days recorded in Toronto since 

1840, it was warm in the bourse room, and the hospitality and friendliness of the many @ 
members soon made one forget the frigid air outside. 


There were a good many bourse dealers who were kept quite busy - and, yes, WOODEN MONEY 
is gaining popularity, as there were four dealers who had wooden money for sale on their 


tables. I am not sure how well they did on the woods, but many people DID stop to admire 
and look at and fondle the various issues and no doubt felt the warmth of wood. 


Many C.A.W.M.C. members were in attendance - Norm Belsten, John Curtis, Russell Brown, 
Basil Latham had a bourse table and had woods for sale, Aubrey Leslie (also with a bourse 
table and woods), Ken Palmer, Paul Johnson, Don Robb, Al Kasman, and yours truly Norm 
Wells. There may have been others I missed. As usual, the wood members were quite 
prominent throughout the day by the many huddles in various nooks and crannies - trading, 
comparing notes, etc., of new issues and others to be issued during the coming season. 

It looks like it will be another banner year for Canadian Woods. While there were not 
too many displays, there WERE two wooden money exhibits, and Norm Belsten got a First 


Place. 
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WOODEN MONEY was the feature article in the January issue of the Ontario Numismatist, 
official bulletin of the Ontario Numismatic Association. President and Editor Bruce 
Watt (our own Secretary-Treasurer) featured a very interesting write-up on Wooden Money, 
and also on the Depression-inspired Wooden Nickel from the State of Washington - issued 
in Blaine, Wash. It commemorated the Peace Arch under which President Johnson of the 
U. S. and Canadian Prime Minister Lester Pearson signed a treaty for mutual use of the 
Columbia River between Canada and the U. S. A., when they were in office. Altogether a 
most interesting article and history of these woods. 

(Norman E. Wells) 
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EDITOR'S LOG: 


=— | Once again, your Editor apologizes for the lateness of the last 
TE, few issues of TIMBER TALK. The problem has not been content, 


but rather money. Now that the matter is settled, so that 
&S henceforth I will not be paying for the printing of TIMBER 

TALK out of my own pocket, issues should be arriving on time. 

It is my hope that, starting in April, the newsletter will be 

mailed around the beginning of the month. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE 
YOUR TIMBER TALK BY THE END OF THE MONTH, HENCEFORTH, PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH THE EDITOR 
AT THE POSTAL BOX ADDRESS GIVEN ON THE FRONT PAGE, OR PHONE ME AT (403) 283-8710, AND 
WE WILL GET THE MATTER STRAIGHTENED OUT. Some people have moved and neither left a 
forwarding address nor advised us of their change of address. These members may be 
wondering why they have not received their issues of TIMBER TALK recently. The answer 
is simple. They are returned to us by the Post Office. Your Editor is trying to do a 
fairly decent job of making sure that all members receive their newsletter each month, but 
he cannot work miracles. If you know of any member who has moved and not left C.A.W.M.C. 
a forwarding address, please remind them to do so. 
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MEETING REMINDER: THE C.A.W.M.C. WILL HOLD MEETINGS AT THE C.N.A. CONVENTION IN 
MONTREAL IN JULY, AS WELL AS AT THE CALGARY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY SHOW (PALLISER HOTEL, 
CALGARY, APRIL 26 & 27) ON APRIL 26, THE: ATLANTIC PROVINCES NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION'S 
FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY SPRING RALLY (HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, MAY 10), AND THE ONTARIO 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION'S ANNUAL CONVENTION (OTTAWA, ONTARIO).. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 


LINDSAY WOODS - CAT. NO. 5495-1 & 2 LOCALLY MADE 


4 
by Norman E. Wells Gs 


I find that one of the pleasures of attending coin shows is the fellowship of other collectors 
and, yes, if there are a few comfortable chairs, this also helps one to relax and relate 

some of his findings, etc., as so happened to myself while at the Toronto Coin Club 

show last Fall. Vern O'Connor of Lindsay and I found a quiet spot for a chit-chat - about 
paper money and also wooden tokens, and during our conversation Vern asked me casually if I 
knew the history of the LINDSAY INCUSED WOOD - which I had to admit I did not, as I 

presumed it had been issued by Master Craft Wood Turnings of Kitchener who had issued these 
interesting Ontario Incused Woods. 


Well now, Vern informed me that the Lindsay Woods were made by LINCRAFT LTD., of Lindsay, 
who did cabinets and other wood products. Mr. Lawson Blakely was owner and President, and 
also a member of the Kinsmen Club, and these woods were his donation to help promote the 
Kinsmen Carnival which was held August 17 - 18, 1956. 


I have since had a most interesting conversation with Mr. Blakely, who is now retired and 
has since sold his company (company now closed). He related that, at the time, he had seen 
some of these other incused wooden nickels and so thought his company could also make them, 
so this Lindsay wood was his first attempt (and last), he relates, as they had difficulties 
with the dies and also not quite enough pressure on the stamping machine (you will note the 
light strikes on these woods). Yes, he made the woods from 1" dowelling and started to 
Stamp them out, but soon ran into different problems and after only about 1500 were struck 
his dies broke. So he had the balance of approximately 3500 woods printed locally, so they 
would be ready for the Carnival. 


Mr. Blakely said all the woods were sold before or during the Carnival. He also mentioned e 
that their Club still gets requests today for these woods from collectors and other 

interested people who have seen them, and sorry to say that none are available from the 
Kinsmen Club. 


(Thanks to Vern O'Connor and Mr. Blakely) 
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The new issue depicted above has recently been produced in medium blue ink by member Albert 
Kasman of Toronto, to honour the Jewish Feast of the Passover, April 1 to 8. Only 100 
were issued, of which 60 are numbered and 40 are plain. 
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We are informed that the Calgary Numismatic Society is planning to issue a new wood to ee 
commemorate its April 26 - 27 coin show. More on this later. 


